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War crimes trial: transcript
This transcript accompanies the teaching resource which can be found at redcross.org.uk/shootingvid 

Voiceover
The terrible things that happen in war are not beyond the law. War crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity are illegal. They are dealt with by courts and tribunals. 

This short video shows the law at work. It illustrates some of the humanity behind international humanitarian law. 

As you watch, think about who the man in the clip might be. 

Erdemovic
...that I wanted to go to the International Tribunal, that I wanted to help the International Tribunal understand what happened to ordinary people like myself in Yugoslavia. 

Voiceover
The clip you have just seen is of a man speaking at an international criminal tribunal. 

It was set up after the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. It investigates the cases of those accused of war crimes. 

Think about the appearance and body language of the man in the clip. What was he saying? Does he seem like a war criminal, a victim of war? Or something else? 

Caption
Is this man
· a witness giving evidence? 

· a defendant pleading guilty to war crimes? 

· a member of the public making a personal statement to the tribunal? 

Voiceover

Dražen Erdemovic took part in the shooting of hundreds of unarmed Bosnian Muslim men from Srebrenica. He was part of a firing squad. He personally killed about 70 people. When he appeared in the tribunal he pleaded guilty. He also made the statement you’re about to see. 

He first told his story to a journalist, and then decided to come to the tribunal. He explains what that decision meant for him and his family and the danger it puts them in. He is also clear that he wanted to do it. As you watch, think about why he was sure he wanted to confess. 

Erdemovic

Yes, it is OK. 

First of all, honourable Judges, I wish to say that I feel sorry for all the victims, not only for the ones who were killed then at that farm, I feel sorry for all the victims in the former Bosnia and Herzegovina regardless of their nationality. 

I have lost many very good friends of all nationalities only because of that war, and I am convinced that all of them, all of my friends, were not in favour of a war. I am convinced of that. But simply they had no other choice. This war came and there was no way out. The same happened to me. 

Because of my case, because of everything that happened, I of my own will, without being either arrested and interrogated or put under pressure, admitted even before I was arrested in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, I admitted to what I did to this journalist and I told her at that time that I wanted to go to the International Tribunal, that I wanted to help the International Tribunal understand what happened to ordinary people like myself in Yugoslavia. 

As Mr Babic has said, in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia I admitted to what I did before the authorities, judicial authorities, and the authorities of the Ministry of the Interior, like I did here. 

Mr Babic when he first arrived here, he told me, "Dražen, can you change your mind, your decision? I do not know what can happen. I do not know what will happen." 

I told him because of those victims, because of my consciousness, because of my life, because of my child and my wife, I cannot change what I said to this journalist and what I said in Novi Sad, because of the peace of my mind, my soul, my honesty, because of the victims and war and because of everything. 

Although I knew that my family, my parents, my brother, my sister, would have problems because of that, I did not want to change it. Because of everything that happened I feel terribly sorry, but I could not do anything. When I could do something, I did it. 

Thank you. I have nothing else to say. 

Voiceover

How is Dražen Erdemovic feeling? 

Remember, he has just pleaded guilty to war crimes. He admitted shooting and killing unarmed civilians, a violation of international humanitarian law. Think about the family and friends of those who died. How might they be feeling if they saw this clip? 

After the trial, the lawyer, the defendant and the officers waited two weeks for the judge’s sentence. It was 10 years imprisonment. 

Notice the way the lawyer taps the cheek of the defendant. How would you describe it? Playful? Supportive? Congratulatory? 

What does it make you think about humanity?
	
	1


	
	2



