


1. ‘Needs and wanis’ auction

If you had to leave your home at a moment’s notice,
what would you take with you? A mobile phone to
contact friends and relatives? Warm clothes? Your
dog? Use our Needs and wants auction activity to get
young people discussing how to cope in a crisis and
to distinguish between needs and wants.

Skills

Team working

Numeracy

Prioritising

Discussion

Reasoning

Understanding consequences
Critical thinking

Presenting

Resources
Auction cards — 19 items for auction.

Citizen credits — three sheets in a range of currency
(total 400 credits).

Paddles to be used when bidding for identification —
each group can colour in a paddle in a different colour
or give their group a different name.

Timing

Minimum of one hour auctioning (fewer items can
shorten this).

Before the activity

> Place the ‘needs and wants’ auction cards around
the room or display clearly on the walls.

> Tables and chairs should be arranged in groups of
up to six people.

> Have the citizen credits ready for distribution to each
group, or give out the three sheets to each group and
allow them to cut out their own ‘money’. Each group
should have 400 credits to begin with. (Alternatively
each group can be given different amounts of money
without knowing what the other groups have — this
will introduce the concept of fairness.)

Activity

introduction: setting the scene

Place young people into groups of four to six people.
Explain that each group represents a family who have
been displaced due to conflict or natural disaster. You
may wish to make this more topical by looking at a case
study of a recent disaster or contemporary conflict. (See
redcross.org.uk for examples and source materials.)

Each family group has lost their family home and all
their possessions. They do, however, have a sum of
‘money’, which they can use to purchase certain
items, displayed around the room.

They must first get into their roles and decide which
family members they are — parent, son, daughter,
grandparent, aunt, uncle, cousin etc.

Then they must decide how they are going to make
decisions, and who is going to be the chief
spokesperson for the group and ‘bid’ for the items
they want to purchase. Another family member (or two)
can be responsible for holding the money, counting it
and paying the auctioneer for items purchased. They
must be able to justify their purchase in each instance.

It is also useful at this stage to agree the rules of the
auction. This can be done as a class contract if
wished.

Examples of rules
> Only one person from each group is appointed to bid.

> A group cannot bid more credits than they possess
for an item or they risk losing all the items they have
already purchased.

> Once a group has purchased an item it will be
removed from display and becomes the property of
that group.
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Auction

1.

>

>

>

Allow the young people 10-15 minutes to:
count their citizen credits

look at the items available for purchase
prioritise the items

decide how much ‘money’ they will allocate for the
purchase of each item (note that the money they
decide to spend may change as the items are
auctioned).

. The teacher should then auction the items in a

random fashion.

- As each item is bought, the family group can be

asked about their reasons for purchasing that
particular item.

. Alternatively discussions can be left to a session at

the end of the auction when the family groups are
asked to display the items they have purchased and
explain their choices to the rest of the group.

Questions for discussion

1. Which family group has secured the best set of

2.
3.

items? Why do you think that is?
Is there a difference between needs and wants?

What are the basic needs of people in crisis?

4. Are the needs of children different from other family

members?

5. What about the needs of the elderly/injured/people

6.

7.

suffering from disease?

Are the needs of people in a disaster or conflict
situation different from your needs?

Would you have purchased the items differently if
you were living in Afghanistan, Irag or Sudan?

. If resources are limited, in what other ways could

people access them? (Examples: By pooling
resources or sharing them, working together to build
wells, grow food or raise livestock. Or through the
work of international aid agencies delivering
emergency aid when people are most vulnerable.)
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Note

Some of the groups may already have seen the benefit
of groups working together and combining resources
to obtain items rather than working in competition to
each other!

Tips

When looking at the various ‘needs and wants cards’
and the reasons for acquiring them, some may be
more obvious than others. It may be useful to discuss
these in more detail.

For example: \WWhy might you find the following
important when fleeing a conflict or disaster situation?

Why might you need to pay for your family?

When leaving your home in a crisis situation, you may
find it difficult to keep the family together. It may be
necessary to pay for members of the family to cross
borders together, or to pay relatives or other people
for shelter.

Photographs

If you do become separated, how will your family
members find each other if you don’t have photographs
to show people what they look like?
redcross.org.uk/trace

Writing materials

If you have to leave your home in a hurry while other
members of your family are at work or school, how will
they know where you have gone?

Radio

Listening to the radio can give you information such as:
> Where is it safe?

> Where are the people who can help you?

> Where are the working hospitals and medication?

> Where will you go to get food and clean water?

But how long will the radio be useful for?

Education

Schools can be seen as places of structure and
reminders of normality when all around is chaos.
They can give young people a focus and a sense
of belonging if they have lost family members.

Post activity discussion
> What happens when the conflict is over?
> What happens when the disaster has passed?

> How will the country get back to the state it was in
before or better?

> How will your needs and wants change?

Extension activities

‘Needs and wants’ posters can be produced by the
groups showing their purchases and the reasons they
are important in a disaster or conflict situation. These
can then be displayed in the classroom or around the
school.

The groups can produce and perform raps/poems on
‘needs and wants’ to the rest of the class, year or
school.
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