
It is an essential human right to have access  
to clean water and appropriate toilets—yet  
14 million people in Kenya do not.

The consequences of lacking this basic right are 
tragic. Worldwide, a child dies every 20 seconds 
from diseases associated with dirty water and 
poor sanitation. We are working with our colleagues 
in the Kenya Red Cross to help 155,000 of the most 
vulnerable people gain access to safe sources of 
water and adequate sanitation. The health benefits of 
doing so will have a life changing impact: Diarrhoeal 
disease, the second leading cause of under five 
 

mortality in the country, will be reduced by up to 95% 
in the project area. 

Children will be healthy enough to attend schools and 
gain an education, and communities as a whole will 
have the opportunity to develop economically and 
break the cycle of poverty.

Women and girls, who are most often responsible for 
collecting water and looking after loved ones when 
they fall sick, will especially benefit from this project.
Working in three communities across Kenya, this 
project will run for three years.

Clean water in Kenya 
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Kimangora Primary School - Bomet.
Since the school received new toilets and 
clean water, the diseases that hampered 
pupils’ health and education are becoming  
a thing of the past. 

“We used to have a fluctuation in attendance,” 
said Solomon Chepkwony, a teacher at the 
school. “That was because of ill health and 
poor facilities.” The school now has access to 
clean water. A guttering system collects rain 
water and directs it into a 25,000-litre  
water tank. 
 
The school also has two new toilet blocks.  
Alex Kipngeno is one of 35 pupils who attends 
the school health club at Kimangora. “We 
used to bring water from a well near our 
home,” said Alex. “The water was dirty.  
I used to get sick quite often, but I didn’t 
know that it was the water that was 
making me sick. Now we have nice toilets 
and water is no longer a problem.”

Kimangora Primary School is an example of 
how a little bit of investment and education 
can have a big impact. Absenteeism is down, 
enrolment is up, and grades have improved.

Red Cross support
The Red Cross will: 

> construct and rehabilitate water points to give 
people access to safe water in close proximity to 
their communities

> provide communities with the training and materials 
necessary to construct toilets

> build gender appropriate toilets in schools
> train volunteers to provide hygiene education in 

schools and communities
> train members of the local community to manage 

and repair this infrastructure, ensuring that it can be 
maintained and used for the long term.


