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Note from 
the co-chairs

of those who need our help most, 
welcomed nine new members, and 
heard stories from the front line that 
have touched us all. 

With your support, Tiffany Circle has 
made a tremendous difference across 
all the projects we supported in 2018, 
with a total of 266,720 lives changed 
through projects we have funded. 

We have helped reunite 989 families 
separated by confl ict and crisis, and 
supported the work of British Red 
Cross caseworkers who have given 
life changing help to 137 survivors 
of human traffi cking across the UK. 

As we look back at another outstanding 
year of achievement for Tiffany Circle, 
we also share our gratitude and thanks 
to Margaret Johnson OBE, who after 
three years has stepped down from her 
role as co-chair. 

Margaret’s commitment and 
dedication to the Circle has left us with 
a remarkable legacy and we cannot 
thank her enough. We are delighted 
that our new co-chair team will be 
building on this in the year ahead. 

2018 was another outstanding year 
of impact for Tiffany Circle. We have 
raised £2.7 million to date in support 
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Note from 
the co-chairs

Tiffany Circle members also personally 
engaged in training to spot victims of 
traffi cking in our own communities. 
We changed the lives of 500 women in 
Democratic Republic of Congo, helping 
survivors of sexual violence to rebuild 
their lives through the Social Safety 
Nets Programme. 

We also gave the gift of clean water to 
195,863 people in Kenya through the 
pioneering Clean Start programme.

To grow our impact even more, we also 
made changes to the way we mobilise 
our collaborative funding. 

We are now supporting a smaller 
number of projects for their entire 
lifetime, or until all funding has been 
secured. In this way, we can ensure 
our funding is responding to the 
greatest needs as well as driving 
forward the sustainability and impact 
of our projects.

Without our funding none of this would 
have been possible. We are so proud 
that Tiffany Circle is a catalyst for 
progress and development in these 
programmes, while also providing 
invaluable fi nancial support. 

Thank you for another year of compassion, collaboration and generosity. 

Jane Frost CBE 
Tiffany Circle co-chair

Patricia Cobian 
Tiffany Circle co-chair



Afghanistan, South Africa, 
Nepal, Kenya, Timor-Leste, 
the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh and the UK

One
International 

Council

Five
International 
Circles: UK, 

USA, Canada, 
Netherlands, 

Australia

Over  

£2.75 
million 
including pledges 
has been raised 

in the UK  
to support 

people in crisis

To date we have
supported  
projects in

12
countries

38 UK Members, including 
12 Lifetime and Humanity members
 2 Unity members
17 Young Tiffany Circle members
 1  Ambassador
 2 Special advisors

Tiffany Circle in numbers
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Our impact

Founded on the 
principles of compassion, 

collaboration and generosity, 
the Tiffany Circle is ambitious  

to create real change for  
the most vulnerable  

people in crisis
Women and girls 
Women and girls are 
disproportionately 
affected by disasters, 
conflict, and crisis. 
But they can also be 
powerful agents of 
change. Women are the 
gateway to improving 
the health and prosperity 
of communities, starting 
with their own children 
and families.

People living  
in countries at  
risk of natural  
disaster or conflict
The poorest and most 
vulnerable communities 
suffer the most from 
disasters and climate 
change. But simple 
measures save lives. 
We support the British 
Red Cross to work with 
vulnerable communities 
to help them prepare for 
emergencies and ensure 
they are more resilient to 
disaster, whenever it  
may strike.

Refugees and victims  
of trafficking in the UK 
We want to empower all 
refugees and victims of 
trafficking to rebuild their 
lives with dignity and make 
their own informed choices 
about their next steps.  
We also want to ensure 
their voices are heard.

Tiffany Circle members 
across the UK:

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Cornwall, Essex,  

East Sussex, Gloucestershire, 
Hampshire, Kent, Lancashire, 

Leicestershire, London, 
Northumberland,  

Surrey and Scilly Isles.

“ The Tiffany 
Circle’s heroic 
aim to help 
people in need 
is a force to be 
reckoned with.”

    Mayfair Times



Unheard Voices: Anti-trafficking training
Tropical Library at Lumiere London 
27 February 2018 

This moving, interactive event gave guests the vital, life changing tools to spot 
indicators of human trafficking. 

With at least 40 million adults and children exploited through modern slavery 
worldwide, everyone has a role to play in ending this horrific trade. Reading case 
studies used for training staff and volunteers at the British Red Cross, actors spoke 
the words of real victims of trafficking which resonated powerfully around this 
intimate venue. 

To hear real life accounts of people suffering within our local communities was  
eye-opening and brought to life the unbearable harshness that many people face 
under the force of trafficking. The evening revealed the unfortunately very prevalent 
reality of modern slavery in our society, and drew light on the sectors where this 
kind of exploitation lies beneath the surface. Guests were equipped with the 
knowledge of the industries to try to avoid and the knowledge of how the  
Red Cross and other organisations are there to support people caught in  
these terrible situations. 

 In the past  
five years,  
the suspected 
number of  
people trafficked 
into Britain  
alone has 
increased  
by 245% 

February
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Meet  
our new 
member

Anita Goyal 
Tiffany Circle Member

Anita is currently the  
CEO and trustee of  
The Hemraj Goyal 
Foundation. She is a  

Patron of Binti International and the 
Honorary Chair of the FGM Appeal for 
Barnardo’s. She is an award winning 
philanthropist and community champion. 
Anita completed a BSc in Biomedical 
Materials Science & Engineering at Queen 
Mary College, London. Anita’s passion 
for teaching led her to become a Science 
teacher, advancing to Head of Science 
and then progressing to Assistant Head 
Teacher of Inclusion. Anita has completed 
her MA in Special and Inclusive Education  
at the Institute of Education and UCL. 

She is the Co-Founder of Ultimate 
You, where she designs educational 
seminars for business, leadership, life and 
relationships with her husband- Avnish 
Goyal (an award winning entrepreneur). 
Under their family Foundation, Anita 
has launched People of the World as 
a platform for investing in the personal 
development and empowerment of all 
people from diverse backgrounds.  
She is passionate about making a 
difference and believes in doing  
everything with passion and purpose.
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Anita is  
passionate  
about making  
a difference  
and believes in 
doing everything 
with passion  
and purpose



Project

Reuniting families 
divided by conflict 
and disaster
Generous contributions from the 
Tiffany Circle have meant that we can 
continue to reunite families with their 
loved ones, families who have often 
been forced to leave their homes to 
escape unspeakable horrors of  
conflict or persecution.  

In 2018, thanks to your support, the 
British Red Cross has helped people 
from over 20 countries with advice 
and practical support to safely come 
together in the UK to start a new life.

Achievements and statistics

In 2018 alone, the 
British Red Cross 
reunited 989 families 
separated by conflict 
and disaster in the UK.

We have supported 61 
people to successfully 
submit family reunion 
visa applications. 

We brought 2,127 
people to safety and 
to their loved ones in 
the UK, this included 
1,217 children.

This year we have been 
able to support 1,424 
families with advice 
on how they could 
bring their family back 
together in the UK. 
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Case study

Mousa’s story
Everyone deserves a family life. 
Mousa, like many other refugees, 
had been separated from his wife, 
Mandinka and young daughter, Mai,  
in circumstances beyond his control.

Mandinka and Mai fled Gambia in 
fear of Mai’s safety and made it to 
the UK, but Mousa could not go with 
them. He was separated from them 
for four years. He made attempts to 
join Mandinka and Mai in the UK, but 
without legal aid this was very difficult. 

With assistance from the Red Cross, 
Mousa’s application was successful, 
however he was unable to afford 
his flight to the UK, which had to be 
within 30 days of his application. The 
Red Cross paid for Mousa’s flight and 
assisted him throughout his journey.

When Mousa was reunited with 
Mandinka and Mai at Newcastle 
airport he said: “I was feeling so 
very happy. Very happy. By that 
time I couldn’t even talk.  
The happiness I was having –  
I couldn’t even talk.”

For Mousa, the support he got from the 
Red Cross was the difference between 
seeing his family again and not.

Names have been changed.
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International Women’s Day
Matches Fashion, The Shard 
8 March 2018 

The Young Tiffany Circle (YTC) celebrated International Women’s Day with an  
‘in conversation’ event with Tiffany Circle former co-chair Margaret Johnson,  
YTC Ambassador Naomi Kerbel and British Red Cross Family Reunion 
Operations Manager Vanessa Cowan. 

Vanessa began the evening speaking about the British Red Cross Family 
Reunion programme and particularly how women and children are affected by 
displacement during their journey to find asylum. Margaret and Naomi then drew 
on their experiences as members of the Tiffany Movement. The event was well 
attended and created several opportunities for new YTC members. 

The event was hosted by YTC Member Ellyce Horan and her company 
matchesfashion.com at their office in The Shard.

March
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An Evening with Fabergé and Grace Belgravia
Grace Belgravia 
15 March 2018

Tiffany Circle were delighted to share a special evening with Fabergé and Grace 
Belgravia, London’s leading private members club for women.

The event brought together Fabergé, and members of both Grace Belgravia and 
Tiffany Circle for an extraordinary viewing of Fabergé’s latest collections; from their 
iconic egg pendants to jewellery and watches in the beautiful Grade II listed Atrium. 

Special guest Sarah Fabergé, Heritage Council member and great-granddaughter 
of Peter Carl Fabergé, shared personal stories and discussed Fabergé’s unique 
connection to the Red Cross. Sarah was joined by Archduke Dr Géza von 
Habsburg, Curatorial Director at Faberge and great-great-grandson of Emperor 
Franz-Joseph of Austria. Together they gave members exceptional insight into the 
history of one of the world’s most renowned jewellers.



First Aid for Baby and Child
Grace Belgravia 
20 March 2018 

Tiffany Circle members were delighted to return to Grace Belgravia for an evening 
of first aid training. The training this year focused on baby and child wellbeing, 
teaching attendees to recognise signs of danger and simple skills which could 
save a child’s life. Nobody likes to think of their child or grandchild being in a  
life-threatening situation, but sessions such as these give absolute beginners  
the confidence to be able to help should they need to. 
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s

Meet  
our new 

members

Emma Tuffey 
Tiffany Circle Member

Emma is the founder of the Mind 
and Body coach and works with 
clients in all areas of their wellbeing. 
She is passionate about working 
with people’s energy and finding 
a holistic way for them to move 
forward in their lives. She also 
works with clients going through 
divorce offering bespoke coaching 
and support. Previously Emma 
worked in Investment Banking 
before taking a career break to 
focus on her children. 

Trui Hebbelinck 
Tiffany Circle Member

Trui was inspired by the Red 
Cross through her grandmother, 
who served in the organisation 
throughout the majority of her life. 

Trui joined LivaNova in 2019 as 
Chief Human Resources Officer.  
Her career spans more than 
20 years in healthcare, financial 
services and energy. She began as 
an HR manager in a private hospital, 
after which she joined General 
Electric, where she held various 
human resources positions over  
15 years. She also served five years 
at Shell. Throughout her career,  
Trui has driven various talent 
programs, acquisition integrations 
and transformations, always with an 
eye on how to take the role beyond 
the company and how to  create 
shared value for all stakeholders.

Trui earned an MSc in Psychology 
and an MBA. She is married,  
has a teenage son, and lives  
in Buckinghamshire.
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“ Meeting so many  
like minded, inspiring 
women convinced  
me that this is the  
right place to give  
and to commit.”

  Tiffany Circle member Trui Hebbelinck



May

Women on the Front Line
BNY Mellon 
23 May 2018

This fantastic, intimate and candid  
‘in conversation’ event was a highlight 
of the Tiffany Circle 2018 calendar.  
We welcomed an illustrious panel, and 
Emmy-nominated moderator Shaunagh 
Connaire, to discuss their experience 
on the front line as journalists and first 
responders in times of crisis. 

The panel was made up of Christina 
Lamb OBE, one of Britain’s leading 
foreign correspondents, five times 
named Foreign Correspondent of the 
Year and winner of Europe’s top war 
reporting prize, the Prix Bayeux;  
Seema Biswas, Red Cross trauma  
field surgeon; Lindsey Hilsum,  
Channel 4 News’ International Editor 
and the author of ‘Sandstorm; Libya 
in the Time of Revolution’; and Emma 
Spragg, British Red Cross Director for 

London, Independent Living and  
Crisis Response, who led the  
response to Grenfell Tower Fire  
and the London Terror attacks. 

We heard the panellists reflect on  
how their gender influenced and 
affected their investigations, how 
interviewees related to women and 
how they felt their gender elucidated 
or restricted fields of investigation. 
The topic of women in crises was also 
discussed, their potential as leaders 
and agents for change. We also heard 
personal reflections, about incidents 
that stayed with our panellists, what 
advice they would pass on to aspiring 
female journalists, challenges they have 
faced on the front line, and how their 
job affects their personal life.
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We were blown away by the inspiring 
stories and unique experiences of 
the panellists – from hearing about 
the incredibly diffi cult decisions that 
Seema must make about her patients 
each day, to Lindsey’s and Christina’s 
discussion about the importance of 
giving women a voice during confl ict 
and disaster, and Emma’s stories of 
crisis response much closer to home, 
we couldn’t have asked for a more 
illuminating evening.
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Kenya: giving the gift of clean water

Project

Thanks to generous Tiffany Circle 
support, the Clean Start programme 
in Kenya has helped the Red Cross 
to bring clean water, sanitation and 
hygiene education to communities 
across the three counties of Bomet, 
Kilifi and Taita-Taveta. 

The project has continued to support 
the construction and repair of water and 
sanitation infrastructure such as toilets, 
handwashing facilities and modern 
water supply systems, providing 
access to safe, clean water across 30 
communities and schools.

Tiffany Circle have helped us to 
empower local communities with 
hygiene knowledge, such as  

Achievements and statistics

195,863 people 
across all three 
counties can now 
access clean drinking 
water less than 2km 
away from their home.  

19 schools now 
provide access to 
safe water, clean and 
accessible latrines and 
handwashing facilities 
to their pupils.

Since the start of the project, 
406 people have been trained 
on how to manage the water 
systems and structures to 
ensure their sustainability and 
maintenance into the future.

In this year alone 11,558 
more children have 
access to safe drinking 
water, improved latrines 
and handwashing 
facilities in schools.

hand-washing techniques, menstrual 
hygiene management and how to 
prevent disease. This education will 
have long-term benefits to the health of 
people living in these counties, reducing 
the risks of falling ill from water-borne 
diseases such as diarrhoea. 

The project has empowered both  
girls and children with disabilities, 
through gender-segregated and 
disability-friendly toilets in schools. 

As the project nears completion we 
are delighted to share with you the 
developments from the last year, as well 
as over the course of the programme:  



Case study

Sidi’s Story
Sidi has six children and cares for 
some of her four grandchildren. 

Her nearest water collection point 
is about 30 kilometres away, over 
difficult terrain. She had no means 
of transporting water, so she could 
only carry one jerry can of water at a 
time which she relied on for cooking, 
cleaning and drinking. As a result, 
she says she had to survive without 
washing or cleaning her clothes. 

With thanks to Tiffany Circle and the 
Red Cross, Sidi’s village has been 
connected to a water pipeline built by 
the Kenyan Red Cross. 

Sidi said access to clean water has 
helped her feel “empowered”: “once I 
get home I will be able to clean myself 
at least, to shine a little unlike before.”
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This amazing event, organised by a committee comprising Tiffany Circle 
members from across six countries, was an inspirational occasion which allowed 
attendees to gain an exclusive insight into the future of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement. Tiffany Circle members came together 
across three days to network, and hear from an eminent array of speakers 
including Helen Durham, Director of International Law and Policy. The forum  
also gave attendees the chance to experience all that Geneva offers, including  
a tour of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum and the  
historic Alabama Room where the first Geneva Convention was signed. 

June

Humanity Beyond Borders
Red Cross Tiffany Circle Society of Women Leaders 
International Forum, Geneva 
17-19 June 2018
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Through the sessions on offer across 
the Forum, attendees heard about the 
IFRC’s efforts towards bringing gender 
equality to all its programming, and how 
global issues such as climate change 
and pollution pose humanitarian threats 
to our future. The fascinating talks 
also offered news and stories from 
communities supported by the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 
including the unique benefit of having 
National Society volunteers from these 
communities, who can be administering 
aid immediately when crisis strikes.

“ The Tiffany Circle 
Geneva Convention 
was the most uplifting 
and memorable 
occasion and I hope it 
was the first of many. 
It brought together like 
minded and committed 
Red Cross women 
from across the world.  
We established 
wonderful friendships. 
The Convention 
inspired us to renew 
and enhance our 
mission as Tiffany 
Circles members and 
we returned home 
as better informed 
Ambassadors of 
the world’s greatest 
humanitarian 
movement.”

  Quenelda Avery, Tiffany Circle member



Tiffany Circle Ambassadors’ Lunch
KPMG Number Twenty, Mayfair 
15 August 2018 

With thanks to Bina Mehta for securing the venue once again, Tiffany Circle 
members enjoyed a lunch with Ambassador Pinky Lilani CBE DL and former 
ambassador Lady Angela Lamport at Number Twenty in Mayfair. This wonderful, 
informal occasion was incredibly valuable, as guests offered different perspectives, 
advice and reflections on the Circle while enjoying a delicious lunch. Attendees had 
the opportunity to network with diverse yet like-minded women, with the work of 
the British Red Cross as their mutual focus.

Attendees had 
the opportunity 
to network with 
diverse yet  
like-minded 
women 

August
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All the guests 
were humbled 
by the striking 
importance of 
providing this 
kind of care 
in times of 
emergency

Unseen Scars: Mental Health and Humanitarian Crisis
Boodle’s 
3 September 2018

Kindly hosted by Kyra Dickinson, Tiffany Circle members were delighted to gather 
at Boodle’s for a delicious lunch and dynamic discussion about the impact of war, 
disaster and crisis on the mental health of frontline workers and those that crisis 
affects. We were lucky to be joined by renowned psychosocial expert Dr Sarah 
Davidson, who, with over 30 years experience, has delivered mental health support 
during some of the largest crises of our time, including the Haiti Earthquake,  
the 2004 Tsunami, and the UK Terror attacks. 

Amongst the Tiffany Circle members who joined for lunch, Lady Angela Lamport 
and Rosie Jackson, psychosocial volunteers for British Red Cross, could also 
recount their own personal stories of helping people in crisis through emotional 
and practical support. Angela shared a very moving account of her time 
delivering mental health and listening support to the survivors and families of 
people affected by the fire at Grenfell Tower in 2017. All the guests were humbled 
by the striking importance of providing this kind of care in times of emergency.

September



Futures of Humanitarian Crisis Hackathon
Twitter HQ 
25 September 2018 

Tiffany Circle members gathered at  
the exciting venue of Twitter HQ to 
hear from international experts from 
the tech and humanitarian fields 
to learn how innovative thinking 
can transform humanitarian crisis 
response. Speakers included Shaun 
Hazeldine, Director of Policy, Strategy 
and Knowledge at the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. Guests worked 
through solutions in focus groups, 
posing real solutions to a crucial 
humanitarian issue: how to reunite 
families torn apart by conflict. 

As well as lending their skills and 
expertise, Tiffany Circle members 
engaged in the power of collaborative 
and innovative thinking to provide 
better humanitarian aid. We were 

As well as lending 
their skills and 
expertise, Tiffany 
Circle members 
engaged in the power 
of collaborative and 
innovative thinking 
to provide better 
humanitarian aid

blown away by the innovative 
solutions posed, which emphasised 
humanitarian education amongst 
particularly vulnerable groups 
including children, who make up  
a third of all displaced persons. 

Technology will continue to play 
an important role in facilitating 
community-level knowledge and 
health, economic opportunities, 
access to infrastructure, and 
management of natural resources,  
the characteristics that make safe  
and resilient communities. 
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68.5 million people 
around the  
world have been 
forced from their 
homes. Nearly 25.4 
million of these 
people are refugees, 
and over half of 
them are children

As this hackathon displayed, there are 
myriad ways to help vulnerable people 
in crisis that go beyond the giving of 
traditional aid. Tiffany Circle’s insight, 
expertise and willingness to dedicate 
time and talent to the British Red Cross 
is invaluable in creating significant and 
lasting changes for families in the UK 
and across the globe.



Democratic  
Republic Of Congo:  
Helping Victims of  
Sexual Violence

Project

Following the success of the first phase 
of our innovative new programme 
supporting victims of sexual violence 
in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), we are delighted to report that 
the current phase is nearing completion.

Thanks to the support of Tiffany 
Circle we have continued to provide 
life-changing assistance to women 
excluded by their families and 
communities following devastating 
sexual attacks.

From August 2018 to February 2019, 
we will have reached an additional 149 
women. This includes supporting victims 
of sexual violence in a new area of DRC, 
Kasai, extending the programme to 20 
people who have been marginalised due 
to physical disabilities, and conducting 
assessments to prepare for expanding 
the programme into neighbouring 
countries (Cameroon and the Central 
African Republic).

Achievements

With Tiffany Circle funding we 
are delighted to report that the 
project has now completed 
cash transfers to 500 women 
in Phase 1. By February 2019 
we expect to have successfully 
helped 649 women to rebuild 
their lives.

The freedom of choice that 
cash grants offer has led the 
women to set up a range of 
different businesses based on 
their personal interests and skills. 
Examples include starting a 
tailoring business, buying  
and selling fish, starting  
a small butchers and setting 
up a bakery.

One woman went from irregular 
employment as a field worker 
to buying land for agriculture 
and employing others to work 
alongside her. Another particularly 
pioneering woman has created 
income by making artisanal 
mining investments — typically 
a male dominated industry.
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Next phase aimsAchievements

Increased financial autonomy  
has helped the women regain  
their dignity and the respect of their 
community, or to start a new life 
elsewhere. Many have managed to buy 
their own house/shelter, seen their 
health improve and drastically improved 
relationships with their family.

Women living with children 
have also managed to provide 
at least two meals a day for 
their children and pay their 
school fees, ensuring they 
too are reintegrated into the 
community and are no longer 
missing out on an education.

This programme is also driving 
wider-ranging impact for other 
marginalised people across the 
region. Following on from the 
significant impact of the project, 
it has been recommended to 
the British Red Cross that the 
programme should consider 
replicating the model in other 
countries. This would not only 
be for victims of sexual violence, 
but would also potentially include 
others stigmatised by society like 
former child soldiers or people 
with physical disabilities.



October

Tiffany Circle  
Sixth Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner
Drapers’ Hall 
5 October 2018 

Drapers’ Hall hosted a delightful 
reception and dinner in a wonderful 
space, which allowed conversation 
to flourish and collaboration to thrive 
between like-minded, powerful 
women. We value events like these, 
which continue to give an insight  
into the impact Tiffany Circle members 
have on the lives of vulnerable people.  

Guests enjoyed a drinks reception 
in an exhibition of Red Cross items, 
including a life jacket, a contemporary 
emergency relief kit and extracts  
from a writing competition, run by  
the British Red Cross marking the  
Day of the Disappeared.   

Patricia Cobian, our esteemed Tiffany 
Circle co-chair, introduced a short film 
showcasing three projects chosen and 
funded by Tiffany Circle members.  
We were delighted to hear that, 
because of the success of these 
projects, they are now being developed 
for delivery in new areas and countries. 

Once dinner had come to an end,  
we were honoured to welcome  
Lyse Doucet, BBC’s Chief International  
Correspondent. Lyse’s first hand stories 
about vulnerable people in conflict 
and crisis around the world were so 
poignant and left guests moved  
and inspired.

 We value events like 
these, which continue 
to give an insight into 
the impact Tiffany 
Circle members 
have on the lives of 
vulnerable people 



Tiffany Circle Year in Review 2019  |  27Tiffany Circle Year in Review 2019  |  27



November

Shoebox Appeal
British Red Cross UKO 
30 November 2018 

Tiffany Members came together in support of refugee families at the beginning of 
the festive season to fill and wrap shoeboxes with Christmas gifts. With activities 
for children, festive food, drink and Christmas cheer, this was the perfect way to 
close the year and spread joy to some of the most vulnerable people in the UK.
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UK story

Refugee family 

17 year old Aza, who has no family in 
the UK, spoke very little English when 
he arrived and was facing all kinds of 
practical and emotional difficulties. 
However Teresa, a British Red Cross 
caseworker, was able to help the young 
man with the long and arduous process 
of settling in a new country. 

She remembers: “Aza had been  
given a house to stay in, but it was 
so run-down – and with no gas or 
electricity – that he wasn’t able to  
live there. He was also in a very difficult 
situation too because the job centre 
expected him to look for work, but he 
didn’t really speak enough English to 
be able to get a job. He enrolled in an 
English class, but then couldn’t afford 
the bus fare to get there.” 

Luckily, Teresa was able to arrange for 
Aza to receive a community care grant, 
which meant he could buy some basic 
cooking utensils, bedding and curtains. 

“ Then I rang round and got his house 
connected to the water, gas and 
electricity supplies. I also helped him 
to understand the bills when they 
arrived – they were quite confusing 
and alarming to him at first.”

In the meantime, Teresa helped Aza 
to apply and secure funding for a 
yearlong English course at a local 
college. After a prolonged struggle, 
she was also able to secure housing 
benefit, income support and an 
education maintenance allowance on 
his behalf, allowing him to support 
himself and remain in full-time 
education for the next year at least. 

It has been a long, hard road but, 
thanks to Teresa’s unflinching support, 
the young refugee is finally finding his 
feet. As Teresa put it: “Now he has 
hope for the future.”

“ He was also in a very 
difficult situation 
too because the job 
centre expected 
him to look for 
work, but he didn’t 
really speak enough 
English to be able to 
get a job.He enrolled 
in an English class, 
but then couldn’t 
afford the bus fare  
to get there.”



February

Spring Social
The Farmers Club 
28 February 2019 

This year’s Spring Social, generously hosted by Amanda Nicholson at The Farmers 
Club, celebrated the wonderful contributions of our previous co-chair Margaret 
Johnson, former Tiffany Circle Ambassador Lady Angela Lamport, and Kate 
Brown who led the Circle from the start during her 8 years at the British Red Cross.
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This event was a fantastic opportunity for members old and new to welcome 
new British Red Cross staff, to acknowledge the dedication and support of our 
wonderful colleagues, and to look forward to the next fantastic phase of Tiffany 
Circle compassion, collaboration and generosity.



Project

Thanks to Tiffany Circle support, we 
have continued to provide immediate 
and long-term, life changing support to 
people who have been trafficked or are 
at risk of trafficking in the UK. 

The British Red Cross has provided 
emotional and practical support, as well 
as building relationships with the Police 
and other agencies to provide training 
sessions on both the Your Space project 
and survivor support needs, helping to 
spread awareness of those who need 
our help most. 

Tiffany Circle funding has enabled the 
British Red Cross to commit to helping 
those in need understand all the possible 
options they have, so they can make 
informed decisions on what to do next.

UK: giving hope to  
trafficked people

Achievements

This year our anti-trafficking 
caseworkers have been 
supporting 137 survivors of 
human trafficking across the 
UK with a variety of needs.

Our teams continue to deliver 
help with complex casework, 
offer a safe place to sleep, 
emotional support, and 
access to legal advice to 
survivors and those at risk.

Through our dedicated  
anti-trafficking officers in  
the North West of England, 
London and East Midlands  
we have provided over 965 
hours of dedicated support  
to survivors this year.

 Trafficking affects an 
estimated 40 million 
people worldwide.  
Women are 
disproportionately 
affected and make 
up at least 70% of 
trafficked people. 
Around a quarter of all 
trafficked people in the 
world are under 18. 
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Achievements

Case study

Julia sought help from the British 
Red Cross after the care provider 
that was supporting her moved 
her to accommodation that was 
unsuitable given her complex 
mental health issues. This move 
also interrupted her access to legal 
advice and to her GP. 

Consequently, Julia started to 
experience paranoia, suicidal 
thoughts and self-harm.   

We were able to provide Julia  
with extensive emotional support 
and advocate for her return to  
safe-house accommodation, as well 
as assist her access to legal advice. 

As a result, Julia was moved to 
appropriate accommodation and 
has since reported significant 
improvement in her mental health. 

Names have been changed.

Julia’s story
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Margaret Johnson has been a lead 
figure for Tiffany Circle from our very 
inception in 2012, generously offering  
to host our first event at her home.  
On that evening Margaret inspired 
guests with her vision for Tiffany Circle, 
including Pinky Lilani, who became  
our Tiffany Circle Ambassador, and 
many of those who went on to be 
founding members. 

Over the years, Margaret has also  
hosted numerous events and meetings 
at Leagas Delaney, as well as 
spearheading building Tiffany Circle’s 
values, messaging and visual identity, 
whilst working with her team to produce 
our wonderful promotional film. As 
co-chair Margaret lead by example with 
her passion for the work of the British 
Red Cross. She spoke at many events, 
championing the unique power of 
Tiffany Circle as a collaborative network, 
and inspired existing and prospective 
members alike. 

Margaret 
Johnson  
OBE

Margaret has also been a key patron, 
supporter and advisor to the Young 
Tiffany Circle, and continues to be a 
source of inspiration, speaking at their 
International Women’s Day event  
in 2018.

We are so grateful for everything 
Margaret has contributed during her 
time as co-chair, and we are delighted 
that Margaret is able to continue to 
support Tiffany Circle as a member.

Our fondest  
thanks to…
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Lady  
Angela 
Lamport

Lady Angela Lamport has been an 
incredibly dedicated and integral 
figure throughout her longstanding 
involvement with the British Red Cross 
and Tiffany Circle. 

Since starting her role in 2003 as 
President for Surrey, Angela was 
subsequently elected on to the UK 
Board of Trustees from 2007 to 2013, 
then took on the British Red Cross 
Presidency for London, contributing  
so much in such a variety of ways. 

As an Ambassador for Tiffany Circle, 
Angela has supported its growth 
and hosted numerous events for 
our members, including exquisite 
gatherings at her home in Westminster, 
beautiful suppers and also extending 
invitations to attend numerous 
Commonwealth Services,  
the Florence Nightingale services at 
Westminster Abbey, private evening 
tours and private garden parties. 

Angela has welcomed everyone  
with such warmth and enthusiasm  
and inspired many to join Tiffany Circle  
and support the work of the British 
Red Cross. 

Angela is also a member of the  
Britsh Red Cross Psychosocial 
Support Team, which works primarily 
with the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office to support British nationals 
in crisis overseas, and has been 
deployed to Libya, Zimbabwe and 
more recently in London following  
the Grenfell Tower tragedy.

Angela has been a British Red Cross 
and Tiffany Circle champion since day 
one, and has devoted her valuable 
time, energy and good will every day 
since. Her leadership and guidance to 
the British Red Cross and Tiffany Circle 
team has been integral to our success. 
We look forward to her continued 
involvement and are eternally grateful 
for all that she has done. 



Tiffany Circle Steering 
Committee Members
Anne Balfour (Lifetime)

Patricia Cobian (Humanity)

Kyra Dickinson OBE

Jane Frost CBE

Professor Dr Geeta Nargund

Dr Sindy Newman (Lifetime)

Amanda Nicholson DL (Lifetime)

Soraya Shamji

Sara ter Haar

Emma Tuffey

Tiffany Circle Members

Tiffany Circle Members
Quenelda Avery (Lifetime)

Dame Margaret Barbour

Barbara Bovender (Unity)

Julia Chute

Dr Maggie Cochrane

Denise DeRoy-Parker (Lifetime)

Lucy Dorrien-Smith (Humanity)

Hilary Douglas CB (Humanity)

Jennifer Fox (Lifetime)

Anita Goyal

Trui Hebbelinck 

Rosie Jackson

Margaret Johnson OBE (Lifetime)

Lynne LeGrand-Perruchot

Freddie Linnett (Humanity)

Doris Lozowski

Leyla Marrs

Kim McFarland

Lady Olivia Milburn

Verity Nicholson

Deborah Parry (Humanity)

Lizzie Philip-Sorensen (Unity)

Elizabeth Rudd

Amrita Sen

Elspeth Straker

Helen Woodman

Yini Zhang

and anonymous members
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Tiffany Circle 
Ambassadors
Naomi Kerbel (Young Tiffany Circle)

Lady Angela Lamport

Pinky Lilani CBE DL

Tiffany Circle  
Special Advisors to  
the Steering Committee 
Jennifer Ploszaj

Ileana Sodani

Thanks also to
Shaunagh Connaire

Lyse Doucet

Sarah Fabergé

Lindsey Hilsum

Christina Lamb OBE

Archduke Dr Géza  
von Habsburg

Lumiere London

Matches Fashion

Grace Belgravia

BNY Mellon

KPMG Number 20

Boodles

Twitter HQ

Drapers’ Hall

The Farmers Club





A special thank you  
to all members  
who hosted and  

contributed  
to events this year
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